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Since the book concerns medicinals in the broad semnse, it takes up not
only true curative agents, but also those compounds which stimulate or
check the activity of various organs. Naturally, the chief aim of the
synthesist is the preparation of healing drugs, but he must often content
himself, at least temporarily, with those which merely cause the disappear-
ance of the symptoms. General anesthetics are necessary for the perform-
ance of operations. In diseases of the nervous system, sleep is often one
of the best healing agencies. Such indirect remedies as general anesthetics,
hypnotics, etc., therefore are included. Other maladies may be alleviated
by the introduction of synthetics which the body itself either ceases to
generate or no longer produces in sufficient amount, as, for example,
adrenaline or thyroxine.

The chapter on ‘‘antiseptics and chemotherapeutics” is devoted to a
consideration of those synthetics which act either to destroy pathogenic
organisms or at least to arrest their growth, and which are therefore true
remedies in that they remove the cause of the disease.

The book is as nearly up to date as reasonably can be expected. The
subject matter is presented clearly and compactly, with ample references
to the original literature, and the reviewer is of opinion that the work
will be found useful to all interested in this exceedingly important branch
of Organic Chemistry.

Of course, no two chemists would agree exactly on the list of synthetics
which should be presented in such an outline, and it is inevitable that there
will be those who will criticize it on that score, but it seems to the reviewer
that on the whole the list has been chosen wisely and with reasonable
conservatism, and that the author has kept constantly in mind that the
guiding star in all such investigations is the desirability of learning more
about the connection between chemical constitution and physiological
action.

MARSTON TAYLOR BOGERT
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